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The President Speaks..... 


We hope to have Ron Barnes 
from the Southgate Radio Shack 
Store at the next club meeting. 
Ron will bring a COCO III for 
us to look over. 


The 12th West Cóast. 
Computer Faire will be held 
March 26-29 at Moscone Center 
in San Francisco so now is the 
time to make plans to attend. 
1, for one, hope to attend at 
least part of the fair. That 
means I'11 be able to report on 
the show at the March meeting. 
If uou plan on attending the 
Faire then uou can save some 
money by buying your tickets 
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through one of the BASS ticket! 

outlets. 
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MARCH 


*i 


L*v* IL bring informatiop 
on all. the events to the lub E 


meeting. 


if gou. SEA. some ideas one 
the subject of meeting ^ - i 
programs, let's get together. 
and discuss them. We’ d like’ you 
to share your area of expertise. 
with fellow club members. Yøu 


could do a presentation at anu 


club meeting 
your help). Also if uou have 
any Public Domain Software, 3 
Please take time to add it to Š 
the club library. £ 


saunan .Richard Larry Ward 


Come on out to the March 
meeting, bring. a friend and 
enjoy a great evening with our£ 
second love (first love, if Es 
you’re not married). : 
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The SAC-TUG NEWS is 
Published monthly bu the š ` 
Sacramento Tandy User Group: : 
Membership in 'SAC-TUG is $12.00 
annually. The membership fee 
includes ‘a one Year- 
subscription to the: SAC -TUG 
NEWS .. 
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"Nos —profit organizations 
(e.g. computer clubs) ‘are free 
to reprint material from this 
Pe newsletter, with the 
B, appropriate credit given. 

E Profit organizations must 
E obtain pPermissioncfrom the | 
fe editor to-repbrint material. > | 


Ae 


1i Mon SA C—TUG T maintai ns a pd 


Ë newsletter exchange with’ other. J 


me clubs. To join the exchange 
E program, send us a newsletter. © 


<= The -deadkine for ithe SAG 
TUG input will normally be the 
25th dau of the month. 
received after this date will 
be held for publication in the 
following month's issue. Aánüi' 
T questions should be directed tov 

the egiton. | 


Your mailing label will 
tell you when it is time to 
renew your membership. Renew 
Promptly to avoid missing <a 
puis issue of the Seu -TUG 
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SAC-TUG News 
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(91625 487-2504 (NYEBLE) 


Our thanks to the National 
Capital Tandy’ computer Users 
group Newsletter (December 
178961: for the: following sesia 


a Ñ me pé 
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Customizing Your MS-DOS Prom 


bug: Mike Guffey 


Reprinted from "the KAYPRO 
KNEWS", a newsletter on THE 
SOURCE database. 


Ec 
TR 


This article assumes the 
reader has progressed beuond ^ 
the status of novice) 


DOS'tser and: can decipher 
some óf the less cruptic AF 
Passages in Microsoft DOS | 
documentation. Where. 2 veg 
additional'instruction might /^ 
help, another source of > 
information uill be cited. 
Techniëal:explanations of what < 
is happening will not appear 
herd. 7 


+ = t i LÀ E” 


Your MS-DOS: or PC-DOS (2¿1 ` 
or above) documentation lists a 
resident (built-in) command 
which allows you to change the 
As or B> prompt. Depending on.: 
your particular documentation, 
uou may be able to use some of 


Prompt is displayed. 


this command's features, but 
Probably not all (until uou 
read the article below}. This 
is an overview of just what uou 
can do with the "prompt" i 
command. 


Most documentation, -. 
explains (usually less. than 
lucidlu? how to change the: 
basic A> or B» prompt. But 
some MS-DOS users.never realize 
that in addition to the basic 
options of "prompt", they con 
probably: 

-cause the prompt.to display in 

reverse video ete normal. 

video? xiij 3 

—redefine the Cntl,. SOME 

Shift combinations of the ten 
function keus 

-redefine other keus as well: 

-perform these "tricks": from 

the DOS command line or with 
BAT. files 


m, Basic Nif tu Tricks’. a 


Whu change the DOS prompt 
from the basic A> or BP? Let's 
Suppose that.for some reason or 
another uou hace either 
different disks or the DOS 
COMMAND. COM file on several 
specific-function disks. ¿Lrt | 
might be nice to know whenever. 
uou are at the command; level,,. 
which special function disk you 
are using. Or perhaps uou | 
don't have an on-board clock- 


And mioaht find it handu t9... ..7 


display the time each.time the 
Or maybe. 
uou are simply tired of the 
humdrum Az or Bre NE 

i a n 

It is these needs that: 
most DOS documentation 
addresses. But many of us 
never read the 
documentation/instructions 
unless all else fails. So here 


"M are a couple of quick examples 


UEM eae 


of what "prompt" can do. . (For 
additional instructions 
read/re-read your DOS 
documentation or obtain the 
excellent book, " RUNNING MS - 


DOS" bu Van Wolverton (ISBN. @-... 


914845-07—1.) 


The "prompt" command has 
several operators/characters. 


that produce specific results... 


In order to use them, they. are 
preceded by a dollar sign.,... 
Several or. (all of these, | 
operators can, be used, -on the. 
same command line Corn within: 
the same .BAT file>. When 


invoked, -they are NOT: Pubes fs teeta 


by spaces. LONE Y. w I 


cp isk ; T 
"A3. š : un 


For example, the command: 


Prompt $t $p.GQMODEM EN: A ==> ec 


THIS IS iDRIVEs$n$g i : 


y | 


might displays: 


5 6346503363 =. L Lej oo * oes 


IBM Personal Computer DOS... . 


Version 2.:11 : ` U. ED 
Current Directory = B: mayo 
THIS IS DRIVE 


QMODEM IN A ==> 


A detailed discussion is 
(The - OPEV AANA. 


Pointless here. « 
are listed in your Dos 
documentation. } You can de 
several things after reading 
your oun basic "prompt" 
documentation. 
Will you encounter this .- 
information! Tuping.the 
"prompt" command without 
operators-Càrguments) will 
restore the basic A> or EB 
prompt. (But it. will not 
cancel everything uou can. 
achieve with the "prompt" 
command. >} 


if you are doing a lot of disks 

Swapping and it no longer 

becomes important to know some 

of that the "prompt" command 
E PONES NOTI RUNE Meo X "s: 


But very seldom 


This is nice to know 


ph ew 


B meddling. 
E do. there is another feature of 
uk l. 
allow the: prompt to ves. 2941 


E will cause the normal A> 
| Prompt to appear in reverse 


Awillctell MOL: 
complex 
merely show the current.:drive 


meene 


So the - above 
display: wills cease and 
"prompt" 


if you will: type the 


B. command om- a cline, bytiitself and 
E ol ow it) by a 


return? or an 

santero. r icq 

CRTE ox : j | 
Intermediate Level Trick 
Some of us are always 

For those of us who 

comman chuh i ch 


the “prompt”. 


displayed im the reverse video =; 


in normal video: 


Video. The remainder of. the 
command line (what uou enter) 


BN uill appear in normal video. 


And for ex camples . 


prompt tel 7m MSDOS ¢n¢qsel m 


TW 
lod 


might, cause the prompt. ". MSDOS 
makes. the. 


(The "$n" above will 


wees wsess “Ys, 
eee» — o 


This. trick uiil 


iT uou are not using 


WOU 
initially boot the sus tm ith. 


Some users, will discover 


aoe" to appear in reverse. video, 
Mm The leading blank 
I display more clear on some 
S monitors. 
B cause the letter, of the _ 

B currently. logged. drive to 

B appear in the command line.) 
2 |! Remember. 
By NOT work 
E ANSI. SYS in a normal fashion on 
E the COMMAND. COM disk 


~~ 


Wer ms 
Tops. 
e, 
^ En! ° 
Op Sr ay: 
4. $ o> Wt 


M fos : Bas ZF > *. Ear : / X ER S ` 
< + 5 ` Y 


Band the..other command line data: 
This will mno. 


Huonrk in add situations. n Yous: con 
Bwill needicto be using the .;  - 
BE. normal ANSI.SYS device driver 
E on sour. Anitisi COMMAND . con 
disk... PSN 
eas command: 
na & days NAR S, š a 
E prompt tef 7ménéotekl m. y= ee ght 


formulas to complex 


l 
| 


| 


that by playing with the 
sequences following the 
above, 


u tbe a 
they may achieve some 
interesting results on color 


monitors. The "$e" allows 
usage of an “escape sequence" 
and is beyond the scope of this 
articles. CHINNT: "Lm" e *CUm* > 


== Advanced Level Usage 


One of the most 
interesting uses of the | 
"Prompt" command was recently 
discussed bu Harold M. Bauman 
in his Health/Zenith column in 
the June '85 issue of "COMPUTER 
SHOPPER". 
to almost alb IBM compatibles 
and are explained in less 
technical fashion below. The 
"Prompt" command can be used 
redefine keys either from the 
DOS command level or with use 
Of a-n BAT- file... The keus can 
either be redefined one-at-a- 
time or in a sequence of 
commands. So, -YOU- can 
determine the definition of 
some keys to be anything from 
single keustroke to numeric 
strings of 
(Harold Bauman's column 


to 


data. 


is a little more comprehensive 
in explaining some of the other. 


Possibilities of this techniaque 
than, the description below. } 


«This means that in mang . 
applications, uou do not need 
commercial on public domain 
software, to redefine keus. You: 
can do it. all yourself. P aic 
But...it will not work with ali 
applications Programs and it 


mau interfere with or override 
the preset definitions to 
software... It may be of use in 
adding additional keyboard 
definitions to programs which 
only have a limited number of 
specially defined keus. (For 


example, SYMPHONY only uses 


His techniques applu 


€ 
LA 
£ 
š; 
E 
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ZU 
es 
za OS 
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about 23 of the possible 4@ 
function (F) key combinations.) 


The suntax of the basic 
redefinition command is as 
follows: 


Prompt &eLO:ni;"def"i12p 
Ae 1o o2 Xu o». C4» 
Prompt 

an NO. 


where š 


i — basic setup, needed in most 
definitions 


= — numeric value of key to be 
redefined u.s i 

3 — alphanumeric string- 
assigned to the key ° tig Nal 
required) Ie j 

4 — places a zreturn» at Ege 
string; deletion of 13 oe 
string w/o “return? 


aiu] et Soa nots 42 in Apmendi:s A 


Here is an example of what can. - 


be done from the command. o aive ze 


v4 s 
1: 


Prompt tero; 663 "DIR Je" 5135p 
Prompt 


redefines Fi@ to give a paged 
DIR command of logged drive and 
restores basic MSDOS Een 


A „BAT file can be created toli 
define keus more simplu and 
without having to worry about 
getting the syntax exactly >. + 
right fot each definition. The 
following is an example you." 
might call DER TNE ENTE s 

prompt $eL0:;X15:*W2 $^43551-3p 
prompt vp ng 


fF Then, the command sequence 


Ë 


Definkey 68 "DIR /P"<return> 
| | = 
will achieve the same results 
Ee the more complicated example 


stew w 
EPE 


BASIC is añ e «ample. 


above. This method can allow 
strings of up to 8 words 
(alphanumaric combinations . 
separated bu spaces) to be. = ` E: 
defined.; (The X1 above is used. E 
to allow fori redefined key to.. 
be specified. 42 and X3 are 5 
for tuo "words" in the string.) 
This .BAT file technique has 
limitations and mau not save 
you much time. 


Commands can also be added: E 


to an AUTOEXEC.BAT file to^ ʻE 


define several. keys Or^start- 
up. In such’ Situations, the 
full syntax "prompt" commands 
should be used to avoid = =: 
confusion and të maintain 
consistency on each startup. ` 
ek be Motu a wt E * Ld. nt) ; 


This undotumented usage of Bb 


the DOS "prompt" command has "^ i 


many APSE OL ATLE limited only 
by a user’s imagination or 
willingness to experiment. 
There is more to* this" trick" ^^ 
than an alternative to key 


TT 


redefinition software. It isa: EE 


demonstration of the real power’ E 
of Microsoft DOS. sis E 


APPENDIX A 


When redefining keys“ ‘with 

"prompt": | 
gigs rto — NT H 

1» the neu definitions will NOT 

be. recognized by programs or ^ 

applications uhich bypass” DOS 

to get” keyboard information. 


ù f 


st. s 


Z5 dee n A anal command 


without operators or arguments 


Will NOT restore the original 
keyboard definitions. The | 
system must be rebooted (i.e. ` 
Cntl-Alt- —Del). . | 
3» if the keys are redefined 
with "prompt" in a .PAT file, i 
the ECHO command’ must be =ON= | 


SAC- "TUG 


m or the redefinitions will nor ALT Fi- i@4ALT Fz- 105^LT F2= 
| LIN recognized. 106 


ALT F4= 107ALT F5= i108ALT Fé= 
B^ ^^ after a sequence df 4 02 EO 
[redefinitions with "Prompt", ALT F7= 110ALT F8= iiiALT F9- 
the MSDOS prompt itself must be 112 
aredefined (as shown in the ALT Fi@= 113 | 
I Basic section above) or the (ALT Fil= 182 ALT Filz 
Bi" Prompt" command (without 183) 
I Operators) must be entered. ^ 
B otherwise there will be no (2 ALT is 120 ALT 2= 121 ALT 3= 
Eo at the MSDOS command See | | 
"level and the cursor will blink ALT 4= 123 ALT 5= 124 ALT é= 
| 9m the for left column. i28 05 d | E 
E ! "m ALT 7- 126 ALT B= 127 ALT 9= 
‘APPENDIX B. Sree l iy i28 
ey values used for redefining © ALT Ø= 129 ALT _= 130 ALT —= 
with "prompt" | doki 131 
59 F2 = 60 F3 = 64 ALT A= 3@ ALT B= 48 ALT C= 46 
2 F5 = 63 #£F6 = 64 ALT D= 32 ALT E= 18 ALT F= 33 
= 65 U F8'= 665° F9 = 67 ALT G= 34 ALT H= 35 ALT I= 2 
68 (Fil = 152 Fi2 = ALT J= 36 ALT K= 37 ALT L= 38 
on some compatibles? ALT M= 350 ALT N= 49 ALT O= 24 
D ALT P= 25 ALT Q= 16 ALT R= 19 ` * 
MSHIFT Fi=64SHIFT F2= @5SHIFT — ALT S= 31 ALT T= 20 ALT U= 22 | 
Era B6 s ee ALT Ve 47 ALT W= 17 ALT X= 45 
SHIFT F4-878HIFT FS= S8SHIFT '/^"' ALT Y= Z1 ALT Z=44 | 
Br. 89 n Cou Yep Four s | | 
E SHIFT F7=9@SHIFT FB8- 91S8HIFT © HOME 71 UP-ARROW =72 
ErFo- OF 7*7 PaUp 73 Leftárrow =75 
| SHIFT Fid= 93 pe ^. '* * END =79 Dnérrow =80 
E (SHIFT Fii= 162 SHIFT PgDn -81 RightArrow =77 
E: 2=163) Sep ae INS =82 DEL =83 
| cTRL Fl= S4CTRL F2= 95CTRL F3= Ctrl PrtSc =114& Ctrl Leftárrou 
Evo — 7. 7 Ns =115 
B cnc F4= 97CTRL F5= 98CTRL F6- Ctrl END 7117 Ctrl HOME 
P99 S URN 00 m1id19 
EM CTRL F7= 1@@CTRL FS= 1@1 CTRL. Ctrl RightArrow =116 
Br- 102 | i dm urs PeUp =132 Ctrl PgDn 
E CTRL Fi9- 103 | ua ARS ee pu. s 
(CTRL Fii= 172 CTRL 
NES 2173) : OE. 
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ES CARRIAGE 


— —SAC -TuG 


Dictionary Of 
Useful Computer Terms 


ASCII: One method of getting 
doun a mountain 


&UTO-LOAD: The resulting 
condition of "AUTO-DRINK" 


AUTO-ROOT: The action taken bu 
the bartender at closing time 


BATCH: A minor gripe 


BIT: The increment bu which 
Pprogammers slowly go mad 


BUFFER: A nude computer user 


BUG: An unnecessary item that 
becomes useful when debugging 


RETURN: Where empty 


store carts go 


CHAINING: A method of attaching 


progammers to desks to speed up. 


production 


COUNTER: The guy at the door 


with the hand clicker, 


me 


CURSOR: A hacker who "batches" 
a lot CREF i 


DISK DRIVE: A popular address. 


im Carmel ed hee $ 
qiiod 


DISASSEMBLER: An unattended 12 
year old 


END USER: 
iot 


Programmers who sit a 


| ERROR: The most common 


Statement that critics make 
EXTERNAL STORAGE! A wastebasket 


FLOW CHART: A graphic 


representation of the shortest 


INPUT: Junkfood 


FREQUENCY: The disease. suffered 
by video game freaks 


GLITCH! A major BATCH | 


booze; 
aspirin, etc.. 


LINE FEED: "....of course i*11,.,. 
still respect you in the ~~ |. 
morning...", or "....married? . 
Who me?" d w: Watu ak cab. 
MACRO: A popular food on, 
Friday TAS 


a | 
Jae: n 


MEGABYTE: Â painful Oel on 
the Mesa | | Mas Ty. 
MEMORY DUMP: Instant amnesia . - M. 


MACHINE LANGUAGE: Chug chug, v 


Putt putt, clank clank.... 

: ICA "OR i S m 
POWER-DOWN: The resulting state--Ee: 
that ugur computer stays in cyp JE 


after you have neatly | 
rearranged all of the wires, E ^ 
cables and connectors at the  .. Me 
back of uou sustem 


PRINTER: a. 4 device to confirm 
what uou dont't believe is on 
the. Screen. b. The guy that. d. 
1 i 
smudges up Your newsletter td E 
make it unreadable — [ 


ue lx ` 
£ dS 3 = 
wt gle Meta Aue AA ` AS TR 


E. 
PROGRAMMER: A red-eyed, BEEN . 
grumbling, unfriendly eter, ES 
insomniac, usually divorced ~ E g 

ei 73 | B: 


RAM: Where most of the buas-are 


kept : 
ROM: Where the bugs go that E 
can't find room in RAM E. 
SOFTWARE: What programmers wear : 
under their HARDWARE j 


-——- END ——— 
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Ihe following is a list of some 
of the TRS-DOS programs in the 


club library. 
1. PWDECODE/CMD- Password 


compress and reconstruct 
program 

= INGUTPUT/BAS— Horizontal 
input/output subroutine 

| demonstration 

d. HEXZ2DEC- Hex to decimal 

| program ` 

4. “ADVHINTS/SA8(BAS)— hints for 

M Adventures 1-10 

M 5. LINEARPR/BAS- linear program 


"v 
= 


ee oe 


M 7. KEMOD/DOC- Document file 
5s. FASTMA/ NEW (BAS) — Fast math 
aa Program gas 
9. ADIR/CMD— Directory 

JAM alphabetizer 

E 10. GOIFF/NEW(BAS)- Greatest 

Wa difference math game 

MM 11. MATRIXZ/BAS-. Matrix 

WE addition. subtraction, scaler 
WE multiplication 

UE 12. CASHREG/NEW- Cash registar 
WE education game ` 

`M 13. FACTORS/NEW(CBAS)— Factoring — 
"B education 

AE 14. GIANTS/NEW(BAS)— Strategy 
TM Education | 

iS. MXBOINT/CMD- Printer 

i parameter Program for. the Epson 
SEP with Graftrax , | 

E 16. MATHATCK/NEW(BAS)— Math ^ 

pa education (addition, 

iM Subraction, multiplication, 
"ME division? n ? 
HW 17. CYLON- Space same | 
7E 18. DOMEODTH- Space game 


ORI ve dms * 


-4 


12: 


É 2. MEMG7CMD— Writes short menos 


19. LADDERS- Game of strategy 
20. BESLIST/BAS—- List of 
bulletin board sustems 

21. SPEED/CMD- Sustem speed 
22 TRIANGLE/BAS- Parts of a 
triangle 


x3. MATCHING/NEW- Matching of 


shapes (elementaru level) 

24. SNOOPY/NEW- Math drill 
(number line) : : 
25. INTDRILL/NEW- Integer math 
drill b. 

Z6. ANGLOTOM/BAS- Temperature 
conversion of Fahrenheit to 


~™ “Celcius 


27. ROOTQUAD/BRAS- Roots of 
quadratic equations. 

26. FUNCMACH/NEW- Guessing 
number patterns | 
29. TERMLOAN/RBRAS- Term of loan 
X0. GEOREG/BAS- Geometric 
regression 

31. GALVAGEV/BAS— Salvage value 
Price after "X" number of vears 
of depreciation | 

A2. A&DDSHOOT/NEW- Addition 
education 

33. MATRIXIN/BAS~- Matrix 
inversion 

34. MURPHY/NEW- Math 
(multiplication) 

35. PROVCAPS/NEW- Capitols of | 
Canacda 

36. FLOAT/NEW- Water ; 
displacement w er 
37.  CLOCK/NEW- Time teacher 
38. POLUTE/NEW- Pollution 


teacher 
ELA TICTACAR/NEW~ TicTac 
"arithmetic 


¿we ... u 


dye 
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' SACRAMENTO TANDY USER'S GROUP Ñ 
(SAC-TUG) | a 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION | | 


` 


) Visitor (Complimentary SAC-TUG Newsletter) Me ste LECHE 
) Neu Membership | | es Pod 
> Renewal 

) Information Change 


> 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


Name: | p | Phone: | | d E 


Mailing Address: AERA Co e . — 
pec t E ay N ee 


Citu: State: id ds Zip: ` 


i i f 
yae veke stk: ra ` 3 B 
- F ^ 3. ` x PA. 


P | 
d 


( 4s I DO NOT uisk my name be released to others for mailing lists, etc. Ü 


E 
* l ; | Pug EX E 
hd ; l Ci - 


* 


Signature: : | Date: — - 


To access club library, Pay an additional one time fee of ($5. ea) | 
One year membership to SAC-TÜG ($12.00) pn 
Please mail this form and remittance to: 


SAC-TUG 
poprat 3910 RENICK WAY 
NORTH HIGHLANDS, CA. 95678 
legio ue Secretary 


The public is invited to attend the monthly SAC-TUG meeting. Members will BÉ 
receive our monthly newsletter, "THE SAC-TUG NEWS" and other special 

Privileges. SAC-TUG meets at 7:00 pm the first Thursday of every month at 
the SMUD training building 59th ST. and Folsom Blvd. directly behind Cort 


Bros. store. Please stop in and join us. 


CEN 


ba 


| -THE 


Es TUG 
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SAC-TUG NEWS 


THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE SACRAMENTO TANDY USER'S GROUP 


IN THIS ISSUE OF THE SAC-TUG NEWS 
CUSTOMIZING YOUR MS-DOS PROMPT 
A COMPUTER TERMINOLOGY DICTIONARY 
: MARCH SAC-TUG MEETING 
RON BARNES OF THE SOUTHGATE STORE WILL STOP IN 


TO TALK ABOUT THE COCO 3 AND OTHER SUBJECTS, AND 
CAN TAKE TIME TO GET BACKUPS OF THE CLUB LIBRARYS....... 


3910 RENICK WAY P | 
NORTH HIGHLANDS, CALIFORNIA ev 
2640 | 4 à 


DON MCDERMOTT 3/87 
6405 BENNINGTON WAY 
SACRAMENTO, CA, 3951 


x3 WHERE'S WINTER... SPRING IS HERE ALREADY *#%# 


